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PROPOSED FOOD LEGISLATION 
Statement 

HON JOHN FISCHER (Mining and Pastoral) [3.45 pm]:  I will be very brief.  I have some comments about a 
question I asked today during questions without notice.  I referred to the minister’s previous answer to question 
without notice 604, indicating that the proposed food Bill would be introduced into Parliament during the 
autumn session.  As I said, this Government might not be in office during the next autumn session.  I am 
extremely disappointed at the Government’s attitude.  I raised this issue quite a number of months ago - I am not 
exactly sure when - when I indicated that the Australian and New Zealand food standards had become 
enforceable in February 2001.  I was very disappointed with the Government’s response.  This issue is being 
brushed aside, and it is far too important for that.  Legislation must be passed to enable the standards to be 
adopted.  

There is a very uneven playing field among the various industries.  There is one set of rules for people who 
spend millions of dollars on ice works and a totally different set of rules for hotels who can churn out ice in little 
chilly bins, for example.  The health standards differ greatly.  I do not have figures to demonstrate the amount of 
illness that arises from ice that has been contaminated because it has not been handled cleanly.  We are setting 
rules for businesses with which other competitors do not have to comply, and that is extremely unfair.  I am 
extremely disappointed that the Government has delayed this legislation.  

We often hear ministers in the other place, the Minister for Health in particular, have a go at the Legislative 
Council for what they purport to be the slow progress of Bills introduced into the Legislative Council.  It is a 
two-faced attitude when his Government has not been prepared to introduce the food Bill throughout its entire 
term, particularly when many businesses would like the goal posts to be moved to enable all businesses to 
operate on the same playing field.  

I raise this issue because I feel strongly about it.  It is most unfortunate that the Government has decided to delay 
the legislation during this term. 

House adjourned at 3.50 pm 
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